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The Scottish Parliament
Parlamaid na h-Alba




Alex Cole-Hamilton
Member of the Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh North Western

Dear Cabinet Secretary, 

 

I am writing to seek your assistance in resolving a significant transport issue in Queensferry in my constituency which has important implications for road safety and the future management of traffic in the town. 
When the Queensferry Crossing opened and the Forth Road Bridge closed to private vehicles in 2017, the slip roads between the A90 and the Echline junction (between Builyeon Road and Ferry Muir Road) were restricted to public transport only. 
That decision fundamentally altered traffic movements into and out of Queensferry. Almost overnight, there was a substantial increase in traffic using Station Road, Bankhead Road and the B924—roads that were never designed to accommodate such high volumes of through traffic. At the same time, Builyeon Road became the principal route for vehicles entering and leaving the town. 

At the time, I raised these concerns directly with Humza Yousaf in his capacity as Cabinet Secretary for Transport. I also wrote to him on 24 January 2018, urging the Scottish Government to reopen the former A90 slip roads to general traffic. Regrettably, those representations, and the concerns expressed by local residents, were not accepted. 
Since then, however, circumstances have changed significantly, and I believe there is now a compelling case for the Scottish Government and Transport Scotland to reconsider that decision. 

In 2018, the City of Edinburgh Council granted planning permission for a major housing development on land between Builyeon Road and the A90. My Liberal Democrat colleagues and I opposed the application, principally because it involved closing the existing alignment of Builyeon Road and diverting all traffic through the centre of the new residential development. 
We considered it unacceptable that the principal road into and out of Queensferry would be rerouted through a housing estate and past the site of a new primary school, which is due to open in the coming years. 
Although the existing Builyeon Road remains in use, I understand the diversion through the new development is expected to take effect in early 2027. 
As the local MSP, I remain deeply concerned about the road safety implications of this change. While I will continue to press for every possible measure to ensure the new route is as safe as it can be, I believe the most effective solution is to reduce the volume of traffic that needs to use it in the first place. 
For that reason, I ask that you revisit the Scottish Government’s 2018 decision and give serious consideration to reopening the former A90 slip roads at the Echline junction to all traffic. Restoring these connections would provide a valuable alternative route for motorists, relieve pressure on the local road network, and reduce the volume of traffic passing through a residential neighbourhood and alongside a primary school. 
Given the changed circumstances since the original decision was taken, I believe this issue merits fresh consideration. 
I would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss the matter further and explore how we can work together towards a long-term solution that improves both connectivity and road safety for the people of Queensferry. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Best wishes,

Alex
[image: image1.jpg]



Alex Cole-Hamilton

Leaders of the Scottish Liberal Democrats 
The Scottish Parliament, EH99 1SP | Tel: 0131 348 5821

151 St John’s Road, Edinburgh, EH12 7SD | Tel: 0131 334 1814
Email: alex.cole-hamilton.msp@parliament.scot

[image: image2.png]