
 

Humza Yousaf MSP                                                                                                              

First Minister 

The Scottish Government 

St Andrew’s House 

Edinburgh 

EH1 3DG 

By email: firstminister@gov.scot  

12 December 2023 

Dear First Minister, 

Save Scottish Hospitality  

As the owners, operators and employees of Scotland’s hospitality businesses, we are writing to you to 

urge you to Save Scottish Hospitality. 

Scottish hospitality faces a crisis and without support from the Scottish Government at the Scottish 

Budget, we will see our much-loved local hospitality venues disappear forever. 

Hospitality is the backbone of our economy. We are one of Scotland’s largest employing sectors that 

creates over £5 billion for the Scottish economy every year. 

Across Scotland, hospitality is at the heart of the social and cultural life of our communities. From the 

village pub to family-owned restaurants, our businesses are often the beating heart of our 

communities. 

But Scottish hospitality is fighting for survival. The hospitality sector was the hardest hit of any Scottish 
industry by the COVID-19 pandemic and our businesses still face the legacy of challenges created by 
the pandemic. And this year, over half of Scottish hospitality businesses have seen their costs spiral 
because of rising inflation and energy prices. 
 
 We can’t go on like this. Scotland’s hospitality sector is now at a crossroads. We can either be 
supported to survive and flourish, or suffer further decline. Our venues, our livelihoods, and our jobs 
– which support the communities we serve – are on the line. 
 
Next year, hospitality businesses in England will benefit from 75% relief on their business rates. We 
urge you to pass on this rates relief in full for Scottish hospitality. 
 
And to help Scottish hospitality thrive and invest in the future, we ask you to create a new hospitality 
category for business rates that gives our sector a fairer deal.  
 
We understand that times are hard for everyone. But to support the hospitality sector now would 
protect jobs, save premises from closure, and sustain the revenue that the hospitality sector pays in 
tax and helps fund public services. 
 
In the absence of new support, many Scottish hospitality businesses will not survive. This is an SOS. 
Please help us Save Scottish Hospitality. 
 
Yours sincerely. 
 
The undersigned. 
 

mailto:firstminister@gov.scot


 

 
 
 

1 Stephen Montgomery 
Director, Scottish Hospitality Group | Our Place Restaurant, Annan 

2 Michael Kill 
Chief Executive, Night Time Industries Association 

3 David Weir 
TriBeCa Café Bar, Glasgow 

4 Sean Black 
The Anglers, Annan 

5 Yacine Titi 
Zucca Bistro, East Kilbride & Boh Cucina, Uddingston 

6 Joe Humphrey 
The Ox, Edinburgh 

7 Craig Glendinning 
The Royal Bar, Lockerbie 

8 John Pounder 
The Queen’s Head, Gretna 

9 Shaun Williamson 
Regency Purchasing 

10 Mark Wallace 
Dryburgh Abbey Hotel, St Boswells 

11 John Brown 
Thistle Arms 

12 Stephen McIntosh 
Town Tavern 

13 Dean Banks 
Dean Banks Group: Haar Restaurant, St Andrews | Dune, St Andrews | Temple Lane, Dundee | Haar 
at Home, Perth | Lunun Gin, Perth | Dulse, Edinburgh | Dean Banks at The Pompadour, Edinburgh | 
Forager, Dollar 

14 Archie McCaffrey 
Walk Inn 

15 Tam Shaw 
Miners Welfare 

16 The DRG 

17 Anna Cruickshank 
N’Dulge, Dumfries 

18 Jane White 
Tolbooth Tavern, Falkirk 

19 Sharon Crozier 
Tolbooth Tavern, Falkirk 

20 Donald Cruickshank 
N’Dulge, Dumfries 

21 Megan Walker 
Tolbooth Tavern, Falkirk 

22 Angela Chalmers 
Tolbooth Tavern, Falkirk 

23 Lewis Therin 
Tolbooth Tavern, Falkirk 

24 Riley Davidson 
Tolbooth Tavern, Falkirk 

25 Craig Millar 
Craig Millar @ 16 West End, Anstruther 



 

26 Chloe Myles 
Tolbooth Tavern, Falkirk 

27 Tracy Merrilees 
Tolbooth Tavern, Falkirk 

28 Kenny Blair 
Buzzworks Group 

29 Jane White 
Tolbooth Tavern, Falkirk 

30 Old Crown Bar, Penicuik 

31 Royal Hotel, Penicuik 

32 Navaar House Hotel, Penicuik 

33 Fishers Tryst, Penicuik 

34 Oliver Mackay 
The Corner House Hotel, Annan 

35 Peter Gillespie 
TableNow Ltd 

36 Innes Bolt 
Montpeliers, Edinburgh 

37 Michael Bergson 
Buck’s Bar Group 

38 Gordon Simpson 
Gullane Golf Club, Gullane 

39 Coachman Bar, Moffat 

40 Ally McDowall 
Our Place Restaurant, Annan 

41 Gerard Haughian 
Caterer.com 

42 Allan Campbell 
The Square, Kintore 

43 Paul James Duncan 
El Toro Loco, Edinburgh 

44 Annette Leonard 
Inverurie Whisky Shop 

45 Tammie Hurrell 
Montpeliers, Edinburgh 

46 Mike Stuart 
Foghouse Spirit Ltd | Black Bull Inn, Inverurie 

47 Sarah Phillips 
First Aid at Work Aberdeen & Aberdeenshire 

48 Toni Stuart 
Inverurie Whisky Shop 

49 Gurpreet Bhalla 
Coop Restaurant Ltd 

50 Simon Jackson 
Masonic Arms, Kirkcudbright 

51 Brian Davidson 
Fusion Group 

52 LJ Jackson 
Masonic Arms, Kirkcudbright 

53 Jacqueline Brash 
Montpeliers, Edinburgh 

54 Alan Cawley 
Cawley Hotel Group 

55 Davis Gonnella 
Inverurie Whisky Shop 



 

56 Tom Hayward 
Argyll House, Oban 

57 Scott Campbell 
Towergate Insurance 

58 Graeme Givens 
Enhance Hospitality 

59 Emma Squair 
Norhet Bar, Edinburgh 

60 Elaine Squair 
Norhet Bar, Edinburgh 

61 Ashley Squair 
Norhet Bar, Edinburgh 

62 William Squair 
Norhet Bar, Edinburgh 

63 David Brunton 
Norhet Bar, Edinburgh 

64 Hans Youarn 
Mammas Pizzeria, Edinburgh 

65 Brad Stevens 
LFR Leisure 

66 Saad Sohail 
O’Oliviero, Edinburgh 

67 Mary Hamilton 
Football Club, Annan 

68 Charmaine Kerr 
Blue Bell Inn, Annan 

69 Steven Ceates 
The Shed, Annan 

70 David Peters 
Saltire Hospitality & Saltire Patisserie 

71 Stephen Lovie 
Global Payments 

72 Joan Crews 
Nia Roo Bar & Lounge, Glasgow 

73 Lizzie Reeley 
Kings Arms, Melrose 

74 Jules Reeley 
Carfraemill Hotel, Lauder 

75 Rob Reeley 
Carfraemill Hotel, Lauder 

76 Graeme Gersok 
The Townhouse Hotel, Arbroath 

77 Susan Cameron 
Regency Purchasing 

78 Margaret Clarke 
Aurora Health Scotland 

79 Rob Reeley 
Saltoun Inn, Fraserburgh 

80 Michael Lindsay 
Lodge Caledonian 

81 John Duffy 
SuperSonic Bars  

82 Anna Christopherson 
The Green Room, Edinburgh 

83 Mike Christopherson 



 

Boda Bars 

84 Julian Miglierini 
O’Oliviero, Edinburgh 

85 Fiona Clegg 
Playtown, Inverurie 

86 Paul Holliday 
Henry Colbeck Ltd 

87 Viva Italia Group 

88 Cameron Mackay 
Mama’s Pizza, Edinburgh 

89 George McFarlane 
The Shed, Annan 

90 Tom Wilding 
Caley Sample Room, Edinburgh 

91 David Wither 
Montpeliers, Edinburgh 

92 Isobel Webster 
Glenisla Hotel, Kirkton of Glenisla 

93 Phil Morris 
EJ Hales 

94 William Murray 
Holytown Bowling Club, Holytown 

95 William Pitcairn 
Crown Bar 

96 Grant Cunningham 
Amber Beverage UK 

97 Gill Barker 
Bespoke Weekends 

98 John McDade 
Plant Repairs Ltd 

99 George McDade & Sons Ltd 

100 Jim Bow 
The Covenanter, Cupar 

101 William Crown Hotel 

102 Alex Harper 
The Crown Bar 

103 Signature Group 

104 Tony Crolla 
The Vittoria Group 

105 Mark Duns 
Douglas Arms 

106 Andrew Duncan 
Refrigeration & Catering 

107 Ferrier Richardson 
The East End Fox, Glasgow 

108 Kate MacDonald 
Saltire Hospitality 

109 Keeley Cooper 
Queensberry Arms Hotel, Annan 

110 James Sutherland 
Sutherland Hospitality Ltd 

111 Richard Sutherland 
Sutherland Hospitality Ltd 

112 Summerhall Distillery 



 

113 Anthony Story  
Kingsmills Hotel & Ness Walk Hotel Inverness 

114 Mandy Dalgliesh  
Graham Arms 

115 Dave Smith  
Buccleuch Arms Hotel, Moffat 

116 Paul Moon 
The Stewarton Arms, Stewarton 

117 Beet This Food Sauce Ltd 

118 Craig Buchanan 
Greene King 

119 Darren Margach 
Pinz Bowling, Elgin 

120 Dornoch Distillery Co 

121 Stephanie Wade 
Hi! Café | Hub International | Hi People CIC, Glasgow 

122 Ewan McIlwraith 
Robertsons of Pitlochry 

123 Colin Thompson 
Dornoch Castle Hotel 

124 Louise McCabe 
HY Hospitality Ltd 

125 Laggan Outdoor Ltd 

126 The Murray Arms Hotel 

127 GG’s Yard Wedding & Conference Venue 

128 Gather at Laggan 

129 Chris Trainer  
Forrest Hotels 

130 Kit Carruthers 
Ninefold Distillery 

131 Stuart Fraser  
Oak Tree Inn, Balmaha 

132 Scott MacIntyre 
Elior 

133 Majid Shahfar 
Mariachi Restaurant, Edinburgh 

134 Noru Innes 
Loch Leven Hotel 

135 Grant Mulholland 
St. Andrews Forest Lodges 

136 Ken Stott 
The Ben Nevis Bar & The Machair Bar, Glasgow 

137 Kieron Shaw  
Verallia UK 

138 Susan Fyffe 
Kitchens International 

139 Raymond Coats 
RB Clean Services 

140 Michael O’Neil 
O’Neil Plumbing &. Heating Services 

141 Iain McNicol 
Redsky Financial Planning 

142 Lewis Cullen 
Rosemount Taverns 



 

143 Iain Miller 
Subtec Pro Ltd 

144 John Doherty 
John Doherty & Co Ltd 

145 Chris Walker 
The Selkirk Arms Hotel, Kirkcudbright 

146 Stuart Malcolm 
Malcolm Property Maintenance 

147 Allan Gibbons 
Safe2Drive 

148 Jane Bray 
Brave Technology Group 

149 Ed Arnott 
ACE Group, Aberdeen 

150 David Blackwood 
Christie’s Scottish Tapas Dunfermline 

151 Stuart Taylor 
Christie’s Scottish Tapas Dunfermline 

152 David Maclean 
Maclean Holdings Ltd 

153 Khalid Qayum 
KQ Sales Consultancy 

154 Jim Timlin 
Advanced Power Installations Ltd 

155 Glyn Cave 
GC Consulting 

156 Grant McArthur 
Ardview Inn, Islay | Tryst, Dunoon | Burgh Bar, Dunoon | Ferry Inn, Dunoon 

157 Jon Harris 
Hallgarten Wines 

158 San Lorenzo Bakery 

159 Éric Avenier 
DRG 

160 Scott Eccles 
Iconic Resourcing 

161 John Forrester 
Hotelier 

162 Cameron McCann 
Stirling Distillery 

163 Robert Ross 
Ross Sales & Lettings 

164 Ardview Inn, Islay 

165 San Lorenzo Bakery 

166 Cotton Rake Bakery, Glasgow 

167 Pulp, Glasgow 

168 Pepes Fast Food, Glasgow 

169 Kenny Baillie 
The Burnside Hotel, Rutherglen 

170 Gary Cennerazzo 
Bellissimo Vino, Edinburgh 

171 Finlay Toulouse 
NWH Group 

172 Karel Kuhler 
Piersland House Hotel, Troon 



 

173 Tuathal Breheny 
Garfield House Hotel, Glasgow 

174 TJS Stewart Tourism & Leisure 

175 Kimberley Hughes 
Tan&Ns Wine Importers 

176 Fraser McIlwraith 
Vodka Wodka, Glasgow 

177 Elaine Ramsay 
Scottish Licensed Trade News 

178 Morag Douglas 
The Star Burntisland 

179 Derren McRae 
McGintys Group 

180 Sanjeev Sanghera 
Döner Shack & Haus Hospitality 

181 Raymond Walters 
Tiffney’s Steakhouse, Glasgow 

182 Stuart McPhee 
Siberia Bar and Hotel, Aberdeen 

183 Malcolm Edwards 
Stotfield Hotel, Lossiemouth 

184 Billy Roche 
Stotfield Hotel, Lossiemouth 

185 Matthew Noble 
Cheerz Bar & Club, Aberdeen 

186 Bruce Sheridan 
Forbes of Kingennie Country Resort 

187 Sheena Cochrane 
The Vault, Monifieth 

188 Mohammad Malik 
Coffee Guys Limited 

189 Karen McCormick 
Imperium Bars Ltd 

190 David D Dewar 
Best of Scotland Holidays 

191 Adrian Vickery 
Azzurri Group 

192 Russell Buchanan  
Iona Pub Partnerships 

193 Ailsa McDairmant 
Our Place Restaurant, Annan 

194 Warren Ball 
Alliance Wine 

195 Michael Hartley 
Glasgow World 

196 David Simmons 
HSA Retail 

197 Julie Sneddon 
TOP Solutions 

198 Jennifer McEwan 
Genius People 

199 Andrew Clark Hutchison 
Dark Art Distillery 

200 Catherine Hawkes 
Hawkes Communications 



 

201 Austin Noble 
Firenze Gelato  

202 Robert Allan 
McQueens Dairies 

203 Silvia Ciferri 
Casa Colori, Glasgow 

204 Alan Aitken 
The McGintys Group 

205 Peter Duncan 
Mammas, Edinburgh 

206 Stuart Moffat 
Destiny Scotland, Edinburgh 

207 Colin Flood 
CFC Catering 

208 Joshua Ford 
Karma Lake of Menteith 

209 Neil Beaton 
Kitchen Restaurant, Inverness 

210 John Armstrong 
Eden Group 

211 John Duncan 
Pitchers Bar & Nightclub, Irvine 

212 Giovanna Eusebi 
Eusebi’s Deli, Glasgow 

213 George MacKenzie 
S & G Aberdeen Ltd 

214 Andrew Sillars 
SK & B Inns Ltd 

215 Philip Cook 
Phil's Food World 

216 Stephen Lewis 
HFD Property Group 

217 Ben Glasgow 
Tweed Valley Distilling Co 

218 Robert Hicks 
The Arch Inn, Ullapool 

219 Joshua Leith 
S&G Aberdeen Ltd 

220 Steven Lockhart 
The Inventor's Gin Co Ltd 

221 Toni Nikolov 
S & G Aberdeen Ltd 

222 Cuan Mor, Oban 

223 Anchos Restaurants Ltd 

224 Waterfront Fishhouse Restaurant, Oban 

225 Ben Nevis Bar & Restaurant, Fort William 

226 The Garrison Hotel, Fort William 

227 Topolabamba, Glasgow 

228 Chaakoo, Glasgow 

229 Panang, Glasgow 

230 Jacob Richardson 
Cheerz Bar and Club, Aberdeen 

231 Amiee Allan 
Cheerz Bar and Club, Aberdeen 

232 Neil Morrison 



 

Lochside Hotel, Islay | Ben Nevis Bar, Oban | Beleva Hotel, Drumnadrochit | MacGochans, 
Tobermory 

233 Stuart Brown 
Deerness Distillery, Orkney 

234 David Black 
Frasers Hospitality 

235 Rhurshaid Bibi 
Coffee Connections Limited 

236 Umer Malik 
iCafe Limited, Glasgow 

237 Steve Annand 
Inverarity Morton 

238 Mary McIlhiney 
Thistle Consulting Limited 

239 Agie Tomasik 
Smokin Fox, Glasgow 

240 Matthew Mustard 
Grain and Grind, Glasgow 

241 David Cowan 
Shanter Inns Ltd 

242 John Neilly 
Anchor Bar and Grill 

243 William Johnstone 
Abbey Tavern 

244 Hugh and Jean Summers 
The Quayside Bar 

245 Alfredo Drionni 
Picopolo 

246 Allyson Spears 
The Jolly Sailor 

247 William Green 
The Bellrock 

248 Sam Jones 
The Galant Bar 

249 John Slater 
Park Bar 

250 Harvey Russell 
The Tilly Arms 

251 Andrew McCulloch 
The Brass Monkey, Glasgow 

252 Alan Lambert 
Lamberts Fife Ltd 

253 Gordon Quinn 
Badachro Distillery Ltd, Gairloch 

254 John Mustard 
Caledonia Inns Limited 

255 Linda Cortellessa 
Corte Leisure Ltd 

256 Gennaro Cortellessa 
The Ball Room Sports Bar, Dunfermline 

257 Jenny Cortellessa 
The Ball Room Sports Bar, Dunfermline 

258 Heather Brass 
The Ball Room Sports Bar, Dunfermline 

259 Louise Bowie 



 

Corte Leisure 

260 Irene Leslie 
SimpsInns 

261 Alex McCathie 
Carberry Tower Mansion House and Estate 

262 James Mackintosh 
Mackintosh Gin, Angus 

263 Ronnie Saez 
The Abbey, Paisley 

264 Brian Tecson 
iCafe, Glasgow 

265 Lesley Anne Weaver 
Woodend Bar 

266 Alison McGraw 
The Wheatsheaf Inn, Falkirk 

267 Greg McMullan 
The Royal Oak Hotel, Alloa 

268 The Crown Inn, Alva 

269 Peter Dignan  
Lost Loch Spirits, Aboyne 

270 Samir Haider 
Caterer.com 

271 Paul Donaldson 
Punch Pubs 

272 Ewan Brown 
Base - Leven 

273 Rob Carpenter 
Holyrood Distillery, Edinburgh 

274 John Wigglesworth 
Common Sense Coffee House and Bar, Aberdeen 

275 Ben Campbell 
Books and Beans, Aberdeen 

276 Abid Faqir 
Wonderworld Group 

277 Susan Renny 
Katie’s Bar Glasgow 

278 Philip Smith 
Katie’s Bar Glasgow 

279 Diane Drylie 
Katie’s Bar Glasgow 

280 Blair Bowman 

281 Donna Laurie 

282 Andrew Stevenson 

283 Eva Meikle 

284 Steve Drew 

285 Ross Campbell  

286 Paul Duncan 

287 Simon Russell 

288 Eddy Wiliamson 

289 Susan Cameron 

290 Phil Sisson 

291 James Lees 

292 Martin McAndrew 

293 Stevie Polley 

294 Tracey Polley 



 

295 Michael Polley 

296 Grant Polley 

297 Kevin Polley 

298 Craig Holmes 

299 Nick Stevenson 

300 Travis Whitehead 

301 Chris Mitch 

302 Stuart Reilly  

303 Robert Smith 

304 Stephen Woods 

305 Alan Fraser 

306 Bruce Thornton 

307 Denise Casey 

308 Alexander Simpson 

309 Stephen Morrison 

310 Martyn Aitken 

311 Colin King 

312 Marc Fenton 

313 Andrew Dickson  

314 Scott Downie 

315 Andrew Harwood 

316 Kenny Downs 

317 Iain Trotter 

318 Jonathan Milling 

319 Ian Kilpatrick 

320 Gareth McGuinness 

321 Stuart McArthur 

322 Alexander Smith 

323 Richard McMonagle 

324 Graeme Ross 

325 Barry Dempster  

326 Hazel Stewart 

327 Alan McKay  

328 Dugald Macfarlane 

329 David Slater 

330 Gary Chapman  

331 Daniel McGarrity 

332 Ewan McMillan 

333 Stuart Clement  

334 Archie Alexander  

335 Sandra Alexander  

336 Austin Hutchinson  

337 Chris McConnell 

338 Craig Watson 

339 Shona MacPherson 

340 Marc Ferrier 

341 Virginia Grosvenor 

342 Stuart Neilson 

343 Ricky McCracken 

344 Donald Bain 

345 Gill Robb 

346 Vincent McCauley 

347 Gordon McKinnon 

348 Frazer Wesencraft  



 

349 Andrew Kinross 

350 Ingrid Guidi 

351 Bill Colville 

352 Roddy Smith 

353 Mike MacKenzie 

354 David McDougall 

355 Craig Thomson 

356 Matthew Perkins 

357 John McLachlan 

358 Scott Brawley 

359 Teri Gardiner 

360 Keith Willis 

361 James Lenaghan 

362 Kate Wheway 

363 William Faulds 

364 Ben Clark 

365 Cameron Hughes 

366 Stewart Adam 

367 Carol Thomson 

368 Ian Paltiel 

369 Rachel Morrison 

370 Mark Mitchell 

371 Catherine Hall 

372 David Hall 

373 Neil Beaton 
Kitchen Restaurant, Inverness 

374 Jacqueline Campbell 

375 Aileen Crockart 

376 Douglas McAllister 

377 Paul Smith 

378 Gary Wright 

379 Edward Gilmour 

380 Angelina Fairgrieve 

381 Stephen Carr 

382 Allistair McDonald 

383 Charly Robert-Rocher 

384 Laura Bond 

385 Craig Letton 

386 Huw Williams 

387 David Christie 

388 Rona Dennison Sharp 

389 Helen C Mitchell 

390 Ewen Stewart 

391 Stephen Logan 

392 James Scott 

392 David Mee 

394 Tom Wilson 

395 Michelle Tamburrini 

396 Eva Canavan 

397 Steven McKenzie 

398 David Brower 

399 Jennifer Rawson 

400 Martyn Herriott 

401 Scott Mclachlan 



 

402 Matthew Ellis 

403 John Brennan 

404 Scott Clarkson 

405 David Hamilton 

406 Val Carnegie 

407 Ashleigh Hays 

408 Natalie Roger 

 
 


