Briefing Note: Forthquarter Dog Related Concerns

Date: Updated 2 February 2017 
	Background
	Community representatives contacted Councillor Day who in turn contacted the Environmental Protection Team on 20 January 2017 in relation to allegations of dogs dying as a result of being walked in the Forthquarter Park. 

Details of two affected dog owners were provided to the Council on 26 January 2017. 



	Summary of Incident
	Two dogs have recently died in the Granton area. Both were walked regularly in the Forthquarter Park. The deaths were some three weeks apart.

Despite intense media attention, no other dog owners have come forward, so these remain the only cases known to CEC. 

There is no veterinary evidence that the deaths of the dogs were related to any environmental factors and they has been no noted increase in the number of ill dogs in the area.

Contact has been made with vets, SSPCA and PDSA and none of which have reported any unexplained rise in deaths of dogs.

No information or evidence has been found to suggest a source of the problem other than use of the same park.

When the park was created in 2004 work was undertaken to clean up the site and significant testing of samples taken at the time was undertaken to verify this.

	Where


	Forthquarter Park, Granton. Owned by National Grid

	When


	The first dog, a German Shepherd, died on 31 December 2016. The second, a Labrador, on 17 January 2017.

	Scale


	The current investigation is nearing completion, if further information comes to light this will of course be investigated.

	Actions Taken/Proposed


	Site Management
The management company for the site (BNP Paribas), have advised Environmental Health that:

· There is no contract for vermin control within the park.

· Spraying for weeds within the park last occurred in August 2016.

· Bacteriological and chemical testing of the water in the Park was carried out last week and gave no cause for concern. 

· The white pipes are aerial markers for the underlying gas pipeline on the site. They are completely inert. 

· A sweep by BNP Paribas staff did not uncover any unusual substances or issues in the park

BNP Paribas is developing information signage to put up in the park, as per their most recent media statement. 

Information from Vets 
The vet who treated the first dog advised that the dog was on long-term medication for mobility issues. He presented with anaemia and limited movement and a scan showed blood in the abdomen. The dog owner decided against further investigation and opted for the dog to be put to sleep. The vet had no suspicions with regards to the blood in the abdomen as this is very common in German Shepherds since they are prone to rupture from splenic tumours. In-house blood tests carried out on the liver, kidneys and glucose showed no abnormalities. 

The vet who treated the second dog advised it was diagnosed with a nasal tumour at the beginning of November. The decision was made to put the dog to sleep after deterioration in its condition. Again the vet had no concerns in relation to any environmental factors and could not think of any link between the two diseases. 

Three veterinary practices, the SSPCA and PDSA were spoken to as part of this investigation. None reported any increase in dog deaths or illnesses which could be attributed to environmental factors. 

Site records re Contaminated land

Information held by the Council regarding the site investigation and remediation of the former gas works at this site has now been fully reviewed. 

Remediation of the green corridor which now forms Forthquarter Park was carried out up to 2004. The success of the remedial actions was then confirmed through the collection of approximately a thousand samples of those materials retained on site, the materials imported to the site, groundwater and the formulation layer of the land. 
The site investigation, remedial strategy and validation information were all presented to the Council and SEPA and approved at that time. 

Conclusion
 At presented there is no credible evidence to link Forthquarter Park to the dog deaths reported to the Council and therefore unless new evidence comes to light the investigation will be scaled down.



	Service Impact


	Two EHOs supported by managers are leading this investigation. There is no direct impact to any other CEC services.

	Lead Officer/Contact Point for Further Information 


	Steve Williamson: Environmental Health Manager

0131 469 5934 
steve.williamson@edinburgh.gov.uk
Andrew Mitchell: Regulatory Services Manager

0131 468 5822 or 07775 842 610
andrew.mitchell@edinburgh.gov.uk
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