Friends of Granton Castle Walled Garden

meeting 5th Feb 6 - 7.30pm. 
Royston Wardieburn Community Centre
Present Isla, Pat, Mariana, Linda, Ellie C, Liz, Jonathan, Gillean, Kirsty

Apologies John G, Ruby, David L, Alice & Sue.

Correspondence - all Freedom of Information requests and previous correspondence with Edinburgh City Council planning department available to read including S75 agreement pertaining to the garden. Historic Scotland visit & review request.
· Granton Improvement Society (GIS) response to group meeting/info request discussed - EVOC to help mediate a meeting if GIS respond.
· Community Land Advisory Service (CLAS) - have helped draft a proposal letter from us to the owners of the walled garden, Waterfront Edinburgh Limited. Requesting a 'meanwhile use agreement' for two years, with an option for community purchase if funds can be raised by the end of that time.
· Planning department/Lesley Hinds - withdrawal of planning permission through 3rd round of Legacy Clearance delayed, due to EDI's reluctance to 'minded to grant' permission being withdrawn (FOI request), and possible signing of 2008 financial contribution agreement (S75)

· Edible Cities - invite to make a presentation on the community campaign story so far, and help host a participatory workshop and exhibition at Edinburgh College of Art - (KS to circulate flier to Friends Group list, 17th, 18th and 19th Feb)
· Common Weal Edinburgh North & Leith - help offered with 'flower craftivism' for our exhibition and campaign stall. 
Agenda

Minutes/Notes from last meeting approved 

- Information for historic Scotland application still being compiled as more reference material has come to light - The Lost Gardens of Scotland published by RCAHMS and the little book of Granton.
Bank account - treasures and three signatories approved. 
Action - Isla and others to agree a suitable time to go to bank with paperwork, membership fees collected so far and donation from Liz - many thanks!

Constitution - signed copy for records by, chair, secretary, treasurer and member.
Note of Interest draft letter  to WEL/EDI 
- draft with suggested edits in hardcopy posted & e-mailed to individual councillors on board & CEO - Group Logo heading. 

- Sketch of proposed new access track suitable for an initial approach to the planning department and WEL/EDI board, will be added to the Friends Group note of interest. 

AOMA
Upcoming events this month, everyone welcome
· Feb 17th, 18th & 19th Edible Cities exhibition & workshops at Edinburgh College of Art (KS, IB, AW)
· Feb 26th - City Chambers planning committee will be discussing representations made to the 2nd Local Development Plan and we could send a deputation. (KS, EC, DL? & JG?)
Actions

- General awareness raising this month for our group, with everyone welcome to hand out membership forms and recruit supporters. Lobbying local councillors, MSP's etc with our aims and campaign, & Friends Group Proposal for meanwhile use/stalled spaces agreement & future community buy-out.
 - Associate Group Members an their rights in planning and decision making, voting? 
Would be good to discuss this further at the next meeting as an agenda point. (PA to forward reference for our group)

Supportive groups so far. 

Granton Community Gardeners
Power to the People

PEDAL

Nourish

Transition Scotland

Pilton Community Health Project

Greenspace Scotland

Garden History Society

Edible Edinburgh

Common Weal Edinburgh North & Leith 

Leith Crops in Pots

Next meeting provisionally 
Thursday March 12th, 6-7.30 pm. 

Royston Wardieburn Community Centre

Please get in touch with any points you want raised at the next meeting & let us know if this date and time suits. 

KS

