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SCOTLAND’S FUTURE:
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A ONCE-IN-A
GENERATION
OPPORTUNITY

A Yes vote is especially
significant for young

A STRONGER
SCOTLAND
Scotland can afford
to be an independent

people. country.
GREATER A FAIRER AND
OPPORTUNITIES MORE EQUAL
FOR EVERYONE SOCIETY

More opportunities to
succeed and build a
career here in Scotland
if you choose.

Independence would
support the vulnerable and
help young people into work.

QUESTIONS
AND ANSWERS

It's only natural you will have questions.
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SCOTLAND’S FUTURE
IS IN YOUR HANDS
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Everyone in Scotland will benefit if we take the future into

our own hands - but a Yes vote is especially significant
for young people.

It's you who will be central to unlocking the potential of a vibrant,
independent Scotland.

Many of you will have grown up with the Scottish Parliament at
Holyrood. You already know that it will always work in the interests
of the people of Scotland — in those areas over which it already
has devolved power, like education, health and justice.

This year’s referendum is our chance to go further. If we vote No,
decisions about taxes, the economy, defence and social security
will still be taken by others.

We won't get every decision right but our policies will reflect the
views and wishes of the people of Scotland. By voting Yes we will
ensure that all decisions about Scotland — not just some of them —
are taken by the people who care most about Scotland. The future
of Scotland should be in the hands of the people who live and work
here.

This leaflet sets out what independence will mean for Scotland
whichever party is elected and the current Scottish Government’s
priorities if it is the first government of an independent Scotland.

This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to make Scotland
more democratic than it has been for your parents — and your
grandparents.
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Scotland’s people are its greatest resource. But it has lots
of other strengths and advantages too.

Scotland is one of the wealthiest countries in the world.
It ranks 14th in world league tables — four places higher
than the UK as a whole — and can afford to be an

independent country. C D
SCOTLAN

It is rich in human talent. It has vast

natural resources — such as oil and RANKS

gas — and huge potential in wave, wind

and tidal energy. And, it has world-class

universities and world-leading industries

like food, drink, tourism, financial services,

L . ) . IN WORLD WEALTH
creative industries, life sciences and
manufacturing. ﬁAICSLIJ_F A%IE?S
The UK Government in Westminster HIGHER THAN THE
currently makes all the big decisions UK AS A WHOLE*

about our economy. With independence
we will be able to decide what to do to
suit our own circumstances. We could
thrive if we had an economic policy
designed to help businesses in Scotland.

*WEALTH AS MEASURED BY GDP
PER HEAD IN THE OECD. SOURCE
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT/OECD
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The Scottish Parliament has already

shown what can be done. Since 1999 it has
provided free personal care for the elderly,
kept our National Health Service in the
public sector and restored free university
education for our students.

These, and other, achievements wouldn'’t
have been possible without a Scottish
Parliament — and with independence and
the full range of powers, we will be able
to do so much more.

With independence, Scotland can
become an even more outward looking
nation than we are now. We can become
a member of global institutions and the
EU in our own right — and take our place
among the nations of the world.

SCOTLAND
WOULD BE THE:
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MEMBER OF THE
COMMONWEALTH

SCOTLAND
(S HLREADY ONE OF
THE WEALTHIEST
COUNTRIES IN THE
WORLD

=]
=—

N

eee0eeeecec0ec0eeeeee

194 ™

INDEPENDENT
COUNTRY TO JOIN



GREATER OPPORTUNITIES | @ 4
FOR EVERYONE

A A A
> GREATER ¢

~ OPPORTUNITIES v
< FOR EVERYONE »

oy v v \

For Scotland’s young people, independence would

mean you’ll have more opportunities to succeed and
build a career here in Scotland if you choose.

The current Scottish Government would use the powers of
independence to commit to a ‘Youth Guarantee’. This is something
other countries in Europe already have. It gives young people
under 25 an apprenticeship, training place or job — or the chance
to continue in education — just four months after they’ve either left
education or become unemployed. We have made a start but the
UK won't let us do more. Scotland is losing out as a result.

SCOTLAND HAS
> UNIVERSITIES

IN THE WORLD’S
TOP ZOO* ST

*SOURCE: THES UNIVERSITY RANKINGS
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With independence, we can ensure that SCOTL AND
every child and young person in Scotland HAS GOT WHAT
has a better start in life. We can do this by IT TAKES:

investing in childcare to match the best in R
the world. By addressing child poverty we o
can make sure everyone has the chance to @8 8 /6
learn and develop. C]

OF PREDICTED
In an independent Scotland we would use UK OFFSHORE

every resource available to reduce youth
unemployment. O

And we won't have the Bedroom Tax, PRODUCTION!
nuclear missiles currently stock-piled on our
shores, or rising child poverty.

1. SOURCE: PROFESSOR ALEX KEMP, ABERDEEN
UNIVERSITY (IN THE 30 YEARS FROM 2011)

2. SOURCE: SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT

3. SOURCE: SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT

POTENTIAL
WIND & TIDAL

ENERGY?

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

10%

OF EU’S
WAVE ENERGY

POTENTIAL®
(Y I T IO




A FAIRER AND MORE | @@
EQUAL SOCIETY

A FAIRER AND
MORE EQUAL
SOCIETY

The United Kingdom is currently one of the most unequal
societies in Europe. This inequality limits opportunities

for everyone — and is the result of decisions taken by UK
governments of different parties over a long period of time.

Inequality damages lives forever.
DECISIONS It is a waste — both morally and

economically. Charities estimate that
ABO T up to 100,000 more children will be

living in poverty as a result of social
SCOTLAND security changes being made by the
WILL BE TAKEN UK Government.
BY THE PEOPLE In an independent Scotland we
WHO CARE would be able to establish our

own welfare system with our own
MOST ABOUT priorities — providing a system that
SCOTL AND supports the most vulnerable and

helps young people into work. This

THOSE WHO would be a stark contrast to the UK

government’s austerity measures
LIVE & which are set to have a negative
impact on people and families for

WORK HERE years to come.
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After independence, this Scottish Government would establish a
Fair Work Commission to set a national minimum wage for Scotland.
At the very least this would increase in line with inflation, benefiting
the thousands of young people who are in full or part-time jobs.

Some of the fairest and most successful countries in the
world are independent nations of a similar size to Scotland.

SCOTLAND
HAS GOT WHAT : 0
IT TAKES: : =

. BILLION
: TOURISM :

g’ : INDUSTRY®:
11.6% - CREATIVE
PRODUCTION™ . INDUSTRY

5. SOURCE: VISIT SCOTLAND
6. SOURCE: SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT

WE START
FROM ff STRONG
POSITION
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Independence is a major step for all of us. It’s only natural
you will have questions. These are some of the things that
have come up most often when we’ve been speaking to
young people like you.

I’'ve never voted before. Is a Yes vote just a vote

for the SNP?

The referendum on whether Scotland should be an independent
country is different to the elections for the Scottish or Westminster
Parliaments. You are being asked a single question and are not
being asked which political party — if any — you usually support.

Will young people get the right to vote in future

elections?

We hope so. The current Scottish Government would like to see
voting rights extended to 16 and 17 year-olds in future Scottish
Parliamentary elections. After independence a ‘constitutional
convention’ would be appointed by the Scottish Parliament and it
would decide whether to change the rules.
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What rights would young people have in

an independent Scotland?

After independence, the current Scottish Government would like
to see children’s and young people’s rights included in Scotland’s
written constitution.

Will an 18 year-old with a family get a decent

wage in an independent Scotland?

Yes. The national minimum wage is currently a matter for the UK
Government. For the last six years it has failed to rise in line with
the cost of living.

After independence, this Scottish Government would establish a
Fair Work Commission to set the national minimum wage. At the
very least, this would increase in line with inflation.

Will there still be free higher education in

an independent Scotland?

Free higher education has only been possible because education
has been devolved to Scotland. The current Scottish Government
is committed to free education after independence.

What will independence mean for child poverty?

Successive UK governments have failed to tackle inequality
and child poverty in Scotland. It’s estimated that child poverty
will increase by a third by 2020 due to the UK Government’s
welfare cuts.

With full powers of independence we will be able to address

child poverty by taking actions that we can’t now — including
changes to the tax system, to wage levels, to welfare and benefits
as well as to the system of childcare.



QUESTIONS AND | ﬂ @
ANSWERS

How will independence help create jobs for

young people?

To create more jobs for younger people, we will need to work
together more effectively. Independence will allow us to integrate
the work done by job centres, by skills agencies and by our
schools and colleges — in ways we can’t do at the moment.

Will independence address unfairness in society?

One of the main reasons for independence is to give Scotland
the powers to make our society fairer.

After independence, the current Scottish Government would like
to see a written constitution — and young people will be involved
in deciding what would be in that.

WE CAN CHO0SE
T0 PUT SCOTLAND ON THE
PATH T0 SUCCESS
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INDEPENDENCE WOULD MEAN THAT
WE CAN PUT AN END TO NUCLEAR
MISSILES CURRENTLY STOCK-PILED
ON OUR DOORSTEP

£ £100 erLon

WEAPONS

What about pensions?

After independence, the state pension will continue to be paid

in the same way as it is now. After an agreed period of time, the
Scottish Government will be responsible for paying it rather than
the UK Government.

Will we be able to run the National Health Service
in an independent Scotland? Will | still get good
healthcare?

Yes and yes. The Scottish Government is already responsible for
Scotland’s NHS and has been making improvements all the time.
Yet, with a Yes vote, we will be able to do so much more to improve
health in Scotland — and we will be able to safeguard the NHS as

a free public service.

After independence, what would our place

in the world be?

With independence, Scotland can become an even more outward
looking nation than we are now.

With independence we will be a member of global institutions.
We can take our own place among the nations of the world. We
will also be welcomed into the EU on our own merits — and will
finally be able to speak for ourselves on important issues such
as farming, fisheries and the creation of jobs.
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Will an independent Scotland still have an army?

Yes. Scotland would have its own defence forces. These would
ensure that Scotland is able to secure its borders as well as deter
attacks and protect its citizens. It would also be able to contribute
to international peace keeping.

What will independence mean for schools
in Scotland?

Education is already almost fully devolved to Scotland and our
system is performing very well. But there are still problems with
poverty and these can affect young people’s ability to learn. Morally
and economically that is a terrible waste. Independence will allow
us to link education to benefits and taxation — and, to address the
problems arising from poverty.

Oby,

WWW.SCOTREFERENDUM.COM
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Young people have the most to gain from a Yes vote
on 18 September.

There is no doubt that
Scotland can be independent
— even those who oppose
independence concede that.
We believe Scotland should
be independent.

BY OTING €5
WELL BEPUTTING
SCOTLANDS FUTURE IN
SCOTLANDS HANDS



For further information on the forthcoming
independence referendum visit our website
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